NEGATION OF RELIGION
Gandhiji then referred to the riot at Ajmer with
sorrow. Did they think they could protect Hinduism
by killing the Muslims in the Union or driving them
out? Did they hope to serve all India speech by ex-
cluding the Urdu script or language? He would not be
with them for ever. They would remember his words
when he was gone. All religions taught men to be good
and peaceful. Intolerance was the negation of religion.
99
19-12-'47
VISIT TO A GURGAON VILLAGE
In his post-prayer speech this evening Gandhiji
told the audience that he had been to meet the Meos
who had been rendered homeless. Many had been driven
away from the States of Alwar and Bharatpur. Some
had gone to Pakistan, others were undecided whether
they should stay or go away. Dr. Gopichand Bhargava
had accompanied him and had assured them that those
who wanted to stay had every right to do so. Their lives
and property would be safeguarded by his Government.
Gandhiji said that he could never be reconciled to the
exchange of population. To uproot lakhs and lakhs of
men, women and children from their homes was a
devilish act. In the face of the calamity, it was idle to
speculate as to who started or whose was the greater
violence. Such calculation was not the wray to peace.
Those who wanted to go to Pakistan of their own accord
were free to do so. No one would obstruct them. Nor
could any one compel them to leave the Union. The
Meos were a fighting community. Some said that they
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